[image: image28.jpg]



PRAYER TOOL KIT
Edited by Lewis C McMaster, Gail O’Reilley
[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]



POWERING UP YOUR LIFE – A PRAYER TOOLKIT
CONTENTS:
6INTRODUCTION


8SOME FACTS ABOUT PRAYER


10PRAYING THE PRICE


17CHANGE THE WORLD  SCHOOL OF PRAYER


17PRAYER:  UNTAPPED POWER


19THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S PERSONAL LIFE


19A. CHARACTERISTICS OF A TROUBLED SPIRIT


20B.  STEPS TO SPIRIT RESTORATION


20SEEK TO RESTORE A RIGHT SPIRIT BY….


21THIEVES IN THE VALLEY


226. Inferiority /


22SEEDS IN THE VALLEY


24THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S PRAYER PROGRAM


24HOW DO WE DEVELOP A PRAYER CONSISTENCY?


26PRAYER PROGRAM


26The Elements of Your Devotional Habit:


27The Elements of Your Devotional Habit:


28THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S PRAYER MISSION


29The Intercessor’s Fortress


32THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S PRAISE LIFE


343.  The Advantages of Praise


35THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S MARCHING ORDERS


35Principles of Inquiry


36The Functions of Inquiry


361.  DISCERNMENT


37The Fears of Inquiry


38The Formula of Inquiry


40THE HOUR THAT CHANGES THE WORLD


41STEPS FOR PERSONAL PRAYER


42A 7-DAY WORLD CHRISTIAN PRAYER STRATEGY


45HOW TO PRAY FOR SOMEONE WHO’S GIVING YOU A HARD TIME


46PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER AND WARFARE


49THE POWER OF THE BLOOD


51LIVING PRAYER WORD WARFARE


52YOU CAN EXPECT ANSWERS TO YOUR PRAYERS


54GOD WILL GIVE YOU STRENGTH FOR HIS SERVICE


55GOD WILL GIVE YOU A NEW FREEDOM


56WHO I AM IN CHRIST


60SEVEN STEPS FOR RETAINING


60DELIVERANCE


68ZINGERS ON PRAYER




INTRODUCTION
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Dear Friends,

It is a great pleasure to submit this material to your for your information and use.  My sincere thanks to Mrs. Debbie Brooksbank for her patience and diligence in typing and editing the material assembled as it is from an array of “bits and pieces” that Heather and I have found useful in our ministry over the years.  It is called a “toolkit” since that is how we have used the materials as “spiritual tools” – under the guidance of the Holy Spirit – to engage effective prayer warfare and intercession for God’s Purposes in the lives of our parishioners and in the vision of our church.  This toolkit is not meant to be “comprehensive” and I am sure others can add to it and perhaps with time we might justify a third edition – assuming of course that this edition is found helpful.

DEEDS AND NOT WORDS
Someone has quipped that “7 days without prayer makes one weak” and weak Christians are unhappy and easily robbed of their joy and the victory and power Christ intends for their life.  The challenge is not to deepen our Theology of prayer but to intensify our practise in order to give the Holy Spirit a “fair - go” to empower us for God’s purposes. (Acts 1:8).  I believe that military strategists say that, all else equal “skill-at-arms” is the deciding factor in any battle or war and so the Christian and the Church need to be agile in our use of armour and ambidextrous (2 Cor 6:7) in our use of spiritual weaponry. For this reason the apostle Paul states “So that you (we) can take your stand against the devils schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realm” (Eph 6:10)

PRAYING THE PRICE
At the time of editing this edition (March 2006) our church has once gain reached a critical stage in its development where we need to intensify our prayer life in order to grow and achieve our God-given purposes.  

I believe we need to ask ourselves whether we are prepared to “PRAY THE PRICE” to see God move and his Kingdom grow.
We have now defined our church purposes as being to “Worship Jesus Christ as Lord, Grow as his disciples and communicate His Love” which in turn breaks down into 4 distinct ministries,

i.e.:
“Great commandment Ministries” (Worship)


“Great Commission Ministries (Evangelism)


“2nd Commandment Ministries” (Caring)


“Discipling Ministries” (Teaching and Training)

SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT
Prayer is vital to all of them.  I don’t believe we can break through in our ‘vertical’ relationship with God or our ‘horizontal’ ministry to others, without the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus said that “…God is spirit, and those that worship Him mush worship Him in spirit and in truth” and Paul writes that “The man without the spirit does not accept the things that come from the spirit of God for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 Cor 2:14)  He also points out that “…Our gospel is veiled to those who are perishing.  The God of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the Glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” (2 Cor 4:3-4)

INVESTING TIME IN OUR RELATIONSHIP

So to fulfil our purpose as a church and succeed in the ministries we have identified, we need to be people who are sensitive to the things of the spirit and responsive to His voice and strategy.  (Rom 8:14) You can’t love someone long distance – you have to get close to them and spend time with them in order to develop a genuine relationship, and the more time you spend, the more sensitive you become to their personal nuances and ways – the same thing applies to our relationship with the Holy spirit!

What a fantastic privilege and opportunity!

God bless you as you read this material and use it!

Your servant in Christ

Lew McMaster

Pastor

SOME FACTS ABOUT PRAYER

1. It brings God’s presence into our life.
Deut 4:7 “…the Lord our God is near as when ever we pray to him.”

Psalm 32:6 “Therefore let everyone who is Godly pray to you while you may be found.

2. God hears us when we pray.
Psalm 65:2 “O You who hear prayer – to You all men will come.”

3. It is meant to be our lifestyle.

1 Thess 5:17 “Pray continually”

4. It needs to be our priority and we need to prepare ourselves for it.

1 Peter 4:7 “the end of all things is near.  Therefore be clear minded and self controlled so that you can pray.

5.    When the going gets tough – the “tough” pray!

Luke 18:1 “…Jesus told His disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.”

James 5:13 “Is anyone in trouble? He should pray”

Luke 22:40 “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.”

6.  It needs to be passionate and transparent.

Matthew 26:39 “…He fell with this face to the ground and prayer”  My Father…”

Luke 6:12 “…Jesus went out to pray, and spent the night praying to God.”

7. It needs a generous investment of our time.

Matthew 14:23 After he had dismissed them he went upon a mountainside to pray.  When evening came he was there along,…”

8. It needs to be “in the Spirit” and include an outward focus.

Rom 8:26 “In the same way the spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray, but the spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.”

Eph 6:18  “And pray in the spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

9. It needs to accompany and precede evangelism.

Col 4:3 “And pray for us too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ.

Eph 1:18  “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you.”

10. The habit of prayer is part of following Jesus’ example – it was Jesus’ source of strength

        Mark 1:35, Luke 22:39, Luke 5:16 -> all tell us that Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed

- If it was important to His ministry, how much more to ours?
“For as you know him better and better, God will give you, through his great power, everything you need for living a truly good life…he has promised to save us…to give us his own character!  2 Peter 1:3-4 (Living Bible)

“When the council saw the boldness of Peter and John…they were amazed and realised what being with Jesus had done for them! “    Acts 4:13 (Living Bible)
PRAYING THE PRICE

By Stuart Robinson

Luke 11:1

Introduction:
In 1952 Albert Einstein was asked by a Princeton doctoral student what was left in the world for original dissertation research?  Einstein replied, “find out about prayer”
English preacher Sidlow Baxter, when he was eight-five years of age, said, “I have pastored only three churches in my more than sixty years of ministry.  We had revival in every one.  And not one of them came as a result of my preaching.  They came as a result of the membership entering into a covenant to pray until revival came.  And it did come, every time.”


Chaplain of the United States Senate, Richard Halverson, advised that we really don’t have any alternatives to prayer.  He says, “You can organise until you are exhausted.  You can plan, programme and subsidise all your plans. But if you fail to pray, it is a waste of time.  Prayer is not optional.  It is mandatory.  Not to pray is to disobey God.” 

Roy Pointer, after extensive research in Baptist churches in the United Kingdom, arrived at the conclusion that wherever there was positive growth, there was one recurring factor; they were all praying churches.

In the United States of America, at Larry Lea’s Church on the rock in Rockwall, Texas, numerical growth was from 13 people in 1980 to 11,000 people by 1988.  When he was asked about such amazing growth, he said “I didn’t start a church – I started a prayer meeting”.  When David Shibley, the minister responsible for prayer in that church was asked the secret of the church, he said, “The evangelistic programme of our church is the daily prayer meeting. Every morning, Monday through Friday, we meet at 5.00 a.m. to pray.  If we see the harvest of conversions fall off for more than a week, we see that as a spiritual red alert and seek the Lord.”

In Korea, where the church has grown from almost zero to a projected 50% of the entire population in this century alone, Pastor Paul Yonggi Cho attributes his church’s conversion rate of 12,000 people per month as primarily due to ceaseless prayer.

In Korea it is normal for church members to go to bed early so they can arise at 4.00 a.m. to participate in united prayer.  It is normal for them to pray all through Friday nights.  It is normal to go out to prayer retreats.

Cho says that any church might see this sort of phenomenal growth if they are prepared to “pray the price,” to “pray and obey.”
Cho was once asked by a local pastor why was it that Cho’s church membership was 750,000 and his was only 3,000 when he was better educated, preached better sermons and even had a foreign wife?  Cho enquired, “How much do you pray?” The pastor said, “thirty minutes a day.”  To which Cho replied, “There is your answer.  I pray from three to five hours per day.”
In America one survey has shown that pastors on average pray 22 minutes per day. In mainline churches, it is less than that. In Japan they pray 44 minutes a day, and China 120 minutes a day. It’s not surprising that the growth rate of churches in those countries is directly proportional to the amount of time pastors are spending in prayer.

Growth - a Supernatural Process

The church is a living organism. It is God’s creation with Jesus Christ as its head (Colossians 1:18). From Him life flows (John 14:6). We have a responsibility to cooperate with God (1 Corinthians 3:6). We know that unless the Lord builds our house we labour in vain (Psalm 127:1). 

The transfer of a soul from the kingdom of darkness to that of light is a spiritual supernatural process (Colossians 1:14). It is the Father who draws (John 6:44). 

It is the Holy Spirit who convicts (John 16:8-1 ). He causes confession to be made (1 Corinthians 12:3). He completes conversion (Titus 3:5). It is the Holy Spirit who also strengthens and empowers (Ephesians 3:16). He guides into truth (John 16:16). He gives spiritual gifts which promote unity (I Corinthians I2:25), building up the church (1 Corinthians 14:12), thus avoiding disunity and strife which stunt growth. 

This is fundamental spiritual truth accepted and believed by all Christians. However, the degree to which we are convinced that all real growth is ultimately a supernatural process and are prepared to act upon that belief, will be directly reflected in the priority that we give to corporate and personal prayer in the life of the church.

It is only when we begin to see that nothing that matters will occur except in answer to prayer that prayer will become more than an optional program for the faithful few, and instead it will become the driving force of our churches.

Obviously God wants our pastors, other leaders and His people to recognise that only He can do extra-ordinary things. When we accept that simple premise, we may begin to pray. 

In the Bible
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The battle which Joshua won, as recorded in Exodus 17:8-13 was not so dependent upon what he and his troops were doing down on the plain. It was directly dependent upon Moses prayerful intercession from on top of a near by hill with the support of Aaron and Hur. 

In the Old Testament, not counting the Psalms, there are 77 explicit references to prayer. 

The pace quickens in the New Testament. There are 94 references alone which relate directly to Jesus and prayer. The apostles picked up his theme and practice. 

So Paul says, "Pray continually, for this is God’s will for you" (1 Thessalonians 5:16)

Peter urges believers to be "clear minded and self controlled" so they can pray. (1 Peter 4:7). 

James declares that prayer is “powerful and effective" (James 5:16) 

John assures us that "God hears and answers" (1 John 5: 15). 

In the book of Acts there are 36 references to the church growing. Fifty-eight percent [i.e. 21 of those instances) are within the context of prayer. 

We would all love to see growth in every church in the world like it was at Pentecost and immediately thereafter. The key to what happened is found in Acts l:14 when it says: "They were all joined together constantly in prayer.” 

They were all joined together - one mind, one purpose, one accord. That is the prerequisite for effectiveness. Then, they were all joined together constantly in prayer. The word used there means to be "busily engaged in, to be devoted to, to persist in adhering to a thing, to intently attend to it." And it is in the form of a present participle. It means that the practice was continued ceaselessly. The same word is used in Acts 2:42: "They devoted themselves … to prayer."  Over in Colossians 4:2 Paul uses the same word again in the imperative form "Devote yourselves to prayer.”

Most significant expansion movements of the church through its history took up that imperative.

In History

When we read the biographies of William Carey, Adoniram Judson, David Livingstone, Hudson Taylor, or whomever, the initiating thrust of the work of their lives began in prayer encounters. 

About a century ago, John R. Mott led an extraordinary movement which became known as the Student Christian Movement. It was based among college and university students. It supplied 20,000 career missionaries in the space of thirty years. John Mott said that the source of this amazing awakening lay in unified intercessory prayer. It wasn’t just that these missionaries were recruited and sent out in prayer; their work was also sustained through prayer. Hudson Taylor told a story of a missionary couple who were in charge of ten stations. They wrote to their home secretary confessing their absolute lack of progress, and they urged the secretary to find intercessors for each station. After a while, in seven of those stations, opposition melted, spiritual revival broke out and the churches grew strongly. But in three there was no change. When they returned home on the next furlough, the secretary cleared up the mystery. He had succeeded in getting intercessors for only seven of the ten stations. S. D. Gordon (1983:40) concludes “The greatest thing anyone can do for God and man is to pray."
Luther, Calvin, Knox, Latimer, Finney, Moody, all the "greats of God practiced prayer and fasting to enhance ministry effectiveness. 

John Wesley was so impressed by such precedents that he would not even ordain a person to ministry unless he agreed to fast at least until 4.00 p.m. each Wednesday and Friday. 

Yonggi Cho says, “Normally I teach new believers to fast for three days. Once they have become accustomed to three-day fasts, they will be able to fast for a period of seven days. Then they will move to ten-day fasts. Some have even gone for forty days." 

These people seem to have latched onto something which here in Australia we hardly know anything about. We are so busy, so active. We try so hard to get something good up and running. But it doesn’t seem to grow much or permanently change many lives. Why? Is it that the ground in Australia is too hard? Compared to other times and places, this could hardly be so.  For example, back in the eighteenth century things didn’t look good. 

Eighteenth Century 

France was working through its bloody revolution, as terroristic as any of the modern era. America had declared its Rights of Man in 1776. Voltaire was preaching that the church was only a system of repression for the human spirit. Karl Marx would later agree. A new morality had arisen. Amongst both sexes in all ranks of society Christianity was held in almost universal contempt. Demonic forces seem to have been unleashed to drive the church out of existence. In many places it was almost down and out. Preachers and people would be pelted with stones and coal in places in England if they dared to testify to Jesus Christ in public. 

But even before those satanic forces collaborated to confound and confuse it appears that the Holy Spirit had prepared His defence, like a plot out of some Peretti novel. 

In the 1740s, John Erskine of Edinburgh published a pamphlet encouraging people to pray for Scotland and elsewhere. Over in America, the challenge was picked up by Jonathan Edwards, who wrote a treatise called, "A Humble Attempt to Promote Explicit Agreement and VisibIe Union of God’s People in Extra-ordinary Prayer For The Revival of Religion and the Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom." 

For forty years, John Erskine orchestrated what became a Concert of Prayer through voluminous correspondence around the world. In the face of apparent social and moral deterioration, he persisted. 

And then the Lord of the universe stepped in and took over. On Christmas Day 1781, at St. Just Church In Cornwall, at 3.00 a.m., intercessors met to sing and pray. The heavens opened at last and they knew it. They prayed through until 9:00am and regathered on Christmas evening. Throughout January and February, the movement continued. By March 1782 they were praying until midnight. No significant preachers were involved - just people praying and the Holy Spirit responding. 

Two years later in 1784, when 83-year old John Wesley visited that area he wrote, "This country is all on fire and the flame is spreading from village to village.” 

And spread it did. The chapel which George Whitefield had built decades previously in Tottenham Court Road had to be enlarged to seat 5,000 people - the largest in the world at that time. Baptist churches in North Hampton, Leicester, and the Midlands, set aside regular nights devoted to the drumbeat of prayer for revival. Methodists and Anglicans joined in. 

Matthew Henry wrote, "When God intends great mercy for His people He first sets them praying." 

Across the country prayer meetings were networking for revival. A passion for evangelism arose. Converts were being won - not through the regular services of the churches, but at the prayer meetings! Some were held at 5.00 a.m, some at midnight. Some pre-Christians were drawn by dreams and visions. Some came to scoff but were thrown to the ground under the power of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes there was noise and confusion; sometimes stillness and solemnity. But always there was that ceaseless outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Whole denominations doubled, tripled and quadrupled in the next few years. It swept out from England to Wales, Scotland, United States, Canada and to some Third World countries.

Social Impact

The social impact of reformed lives was incredible. William Wilberforce, William Pitt, Edmund Bourke, and Charles Fox, all touched by this movement, worked ceaselessly for the abolition of the slave trade in 1807. 

William Buxton worked on for the emancipation of all slaves in the British Empire and saw it happen in 1834. 

John Howard and Elizabeth Fry gave their lives to radically reform the prison system. 

Florence Nightingale founded modern nursing. 

Ashley Cooper, the seventh Earl of Shaftesbury, came to the rescue of the working poor to end their sixteen-hour, seven-day-a-week work grind. He worked to stop exploitation of women and children in coal mines, the suffocation of boys as sweeps in chimneys. He established public parks and gymnasia, gardens, public libraries, night schools and choral societies. 

The Christian Socialist Movement, which became the British Trade Union movement, was birthed. 

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was formed to protect animals. 

There was amazing growth in churches, and an astounding change in society came about because a man prayed and worked, seeing the establishment of thousands of similar prayer meetings, all united in calling on God for revival. 

Missionary societies were established. William Carey was one who got swept up in that movement. We speak of him as the "father of modern missions". 

The environment of his situation was that he was a member of a ministers revival prayer group which had been meeting for two years in Northampton in 1784 - 1786 he shared his vision of God’s desire to see the heathen won for the Lord. 

He went on to establish what later became known as the Baptist Missionary Society. In 1795 the London Missionary Society was formed. In 1796 the Scottish Missionary Society was established, and later still the Church Missionary Society of the Anglicans was commenced.

Nineteenth Century

The prayer movement had a tremendous impact, but waned until the middle of the 19th century. Then God started something up in Canada, and the necessity to pray was picked up in New York. 

A quiet man called Jeremiah Lamphier had been appointed by the Dutch Reformed Church as a missionary to the central business district. Because the church was in decline and the life of the city was somewhat similar, he did not know what to do. He was a layman. He called a prayer meeting in the city to be held at noon each Wednesday. Its first meeting was on the 23rd September 1857. Eventually five other men turned up. Two weeks later, they decided to move to a daily schedule of prayer. Within six months, 10,000 men were gathering to pray and that movement spread across America. 

Surprise, surprise! Within two years there were one million new believers added to the church.  The movement swept out to touch England, Scotland, Wales and Ulster. 

Ireland was as tough a nut to crack as any. But when news reached Ireland of what was happening in America, James McQuilkan gathered three young men to meet for prayer in the Kells schoolhouse on March 14, 1859. They prayed and prayed for revival within a couple of months a similar prayer meeting was launched in Belfast. By September 21, 20,000 people assembled to pray for the whole of Ireland. 

It was later estimated that 100,000 converts resulted directly from these prayer movements in Ireland. It has also been estimated that in the years 1859-60 1,150,000 people were added to the church, wherever concerts of prayer were in operation.

Twentieth century

In the 20th century many would be aware of the Welsh Revival.  It commenced in October 1904. It was spontaneous and was characterised by simultaneous, lengthy prayer meetings. In the first two months, 70,000 people came to the Lord. In 1905 in London alone, the Wesleyan Methodists increased from their base membership of 54,785 by an additional 50,021 people. 

Coming closer in time and nearer to Australia, in the Enga churches in Papua New Guinea there was a desperate spiritual state 20 years ago. To redress the situation, people there committed themselves to pray. 

Prayer meetings began amongst pastors, missionaries and Bible College students. It spread out to the villages. In some villages, groups of people agreed to pray together every day until God sent new life to the church. 

On 15 September 1973, without any prior indication, simultaneously spontaneously, in village after village as pastors stood to deliver their normal Sunday morning messages, the Holy Spirit descended bringing conviction, confession, repentance and revival. 

Normal work stopped as people in there thousands hurried to special meetings. Prayer groups met daily, morning and evening. Thousands of Christians were restored and thousands of pagans were converted. Whole villages became Christian, and the church grew not only in size but in maturity. 

In the Philippines in the 1980s, as a result of some people attending an international prayer conference in Korea, 200 missionaries of the Philippine Missionary Fellowship each organised prayer group meetings daily at 7.00 p.m. to pray for the growth of the church. They report that within a couple of years this directly resulted in the formation of 310 new churches.

Spectacular growth is occurring in Argentina. Jose Luis Vasquez saw his church explode from 600 to 4,500 with a constituency of 10,000 members in five years following a visit from Carlos Annacondia. Hector Gimenez started his church from zero in 1983. His congregation now numbers 70,000. Omar Cabrera started his church in 1972 with 15 members. There is now a combined membership of 90,000 members. 

Peter Wagner, who is intensely investigating what lies behind such effective ministry, has arrived at the conclusion that powerful intercessory prayer is the chief weapon. Much of it is happening in a Pentecostal, charismatic environment but the structure or doctrine is not the essential thing. 

Walter Hollenwager, a prolific researcher into Pentecostalism said that for them, from the earliest Pentecostals onwards, it was more important to pray than to organise. 

Wherever that principle is invoked, amazing things happen. East Germany started to form small groups of ten to twelve persons committed to meet to pray for peace. By October 1989, 50,000 people were involved in Monday night prayer meetings. In 1990, when those praying people moved quietly onto the streets, their numbers quickly swelled to 300,000 and "the wall came tumbling down.” 

In Cuba in 1990, an Assemblies of God pastor whose congregation never exceeded 100 people meeting once a week suddenly found himself conducting 12 services per day for 7,000 people. They started queuing at 2.00 a.m. and even broke down the doors to get into the prayer meetings. 

Asked to explain these phenomena, Cuban Christians say “it has come because we have paid the price. We have suffered for the Gospel and we have prayed for many, many years" 

When a group known as the Overseas Missionary Society saw that after 25 years work in India all they could report was 2000 believers in 25 churches, they adopted a new strategy. In their homelands they recruited 1,000 people committed to pray for the work in India for just 15 minutes per day. Within a few years the church exploded to 73,000 members in 550 churches.

Will we "pray the price"?

Today there is great pressure from many directions in our society to work harder, to become smarter, to produce results, or to be moved aside. The church in many Western countries is in danger of absorbing this mentality into its own attitudes and practices, forgetting that in the divine-human endeavour, success comes not by might nor by power but by a gracious release of God’s Holy Spirit (Zechariah 4:6). 

Years ago, R. A. Torrey said, "We live in a day characterised by the multiplication of man’s machinery and the diminution of God’s power. The great cry of our day is work, work, work! Organise, organise, organise! Give us some new society! Tell us some new methods! Devise some new machinery! But the great need of our day is prayer, more prayer and better prayer." 

Friends, in the church in the west we now have the most up to date, state of the art technology available to communicate the Gospel. Yet comparatively little seems to be happening in so many countries. 

In terms of the growth and mission of our churches, could it be that whilst the world has learned to communicate with robots on Mars, in sections of the church we have forgotten to communicate with the Lord of the earth? 

If that is so, then our best course of action is to stand again with the first disciples and, like them, return to the Head of the church - Jesus Christ - and say "Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11 : 1).

Stuart Robinson is the Senior Pastor at the Blackburn Baptist Church, Victoria, Australia.
The Need for Tenacity in Prayer.

Two frogs and fell into a can of cream,

or so, it has been told.

The sides of the can were shiny and steep,

the cream was deep and cold.

“Oh, what's the use”, said number one,”

“it’s plain no helps around.

“Goodbye, my friend, goodbye, sad world”.

And weeping still, he drowned.

But number two, of sterner stuff,

dog paddled in surprise.

But while he picked his creamy lips

And blinked his creamy eyes.

“I'll swim at least a while”, he thought,

or so, it has been said.

It really wouldn't help the world.

If one more Frog were dead.

An hour or more, he kicked and swam,

not once he stopped to mutter.

Then hopped out from the island he had

made of fresh churned butter.

(Author unknown)

CHANGE THE WORLD  SCHOOL OF PRAYER

PRAYER:  UNTAPPED POWER

A.TAPPING GOD’S POWER THROUGH PRAYER…

Jeremiah 33:3

'Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.'

James 5:16

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, oh what needless pain we bear;

All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.
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B. SEVEN AREAS OF LIFE-CHANGING POWER…

1.  Power to change hearts


Luke 18:10-14 (God’s heart – open to the humble)

10"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' 13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 14"I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 


Acts 7:58:60   (Paul’s heart) 58dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.     59While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he fell asleep.

2. Power to change habits


Job 13:23
Dialogue – God’s word has power

23 How many wrongs and sins have I committed?   Show me my offense and my sin.


Matt 26:41
Prayer – helps to resist temptations

41"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."

3. Power to change health

Psalm 30:2
Healed in response to prayer

O LORD my God, I called to you for help and you healed me.

James 5:15
The prayer of faith heals the sick.

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.

4. Power to change heartaches
John 16:24

Joy comes (returns) when we ask God’s help.

Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.

Psalm 51:12 
Willing heart – God restores

Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

5. Power to change homes

Gen 18:19,22
Abrams relationship with God affected his children’s future.







Intercession and Sodom

19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him."

22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD.


1 Sam 1:27 (Hannah)


I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him.

Preach (v10)
After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

Pray (v25)
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.

Promise (Acts 16:30-31)

30 He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

31They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household."

6.  Power to change hostilities


Psalm 56:9
God is on our side.

Then my enemies will turn back when I call for help.  By this I will know that God is for me.

7.  Power to change history
Psalm 106:23
Intercessory power.

So he said he would destroy them— had not Moses, his chosen one, stood in the breach before him to keep his wrath from destroying them.


2 Chron 7:14
Power of a praying community.

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S PERSONAL LIFE

A. CHARACTERISTICS OF A TROUBLED SPIRIT
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Scripture: Proverb 25:28

Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who lacks self-control.


1.  The city without walls is vulnerable constant to constant attack

2.  The city without walls is a prime target for a variety of internal enemies.

       Pride, resentment, envy, jealousy

3. The city without walls is in a constant state of internal anxiety.

     “Only happy when they’re worried”.

4.  The city without walls suspects every outsider as a possible enemy

5. The city without walls must devote all of most of its resources to plan for potential attack.

Isaiah 30:15 This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: 

"In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.

B.  STEPS TO SPIRIT RESTORATION

Prov 18:14

A man's spirit sustains him in sickness, but a crushed spirit who can bear?

Prov 29:11
A fool gives full vent to his anger, but a wise man keeps himself under control.


2 Cor 12:15
So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend myself as 





well. If I love you more, will you love me less?

SEEK TO RESTORE A RIGHT SPIRIT BY….

1.  Listening more than talking







1 Thess 4:11
Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to 




work with your hands, just as we told you,


2.  Giving more than taking



Acts 20:35


In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' 




3. Trusting more than doubting



Prov 16:20

Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD.

4. Smiling more than frowning







Matt 5:12
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

5.  Responding more than questioning


Prov 15:1

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

6. Complimenting more than complaining

Phil 2:14-15
14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe


Prov 12:25

An anxious heart weighs a man down, but a kind word cheers him up.

7. Serving more than demanding

Gal 6:9-10
9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

THIEVES IN THE VALLEY

1. Depression



Prov 15:13b

but heartache crushes the spirit.

     Despair






Prov 17:22b

but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.

     (opposite to faith)

2.  Hatred



Matt 5:23-24

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother, then come and offer your gift.


Anger
Lev 19:17-18
17 “Do not hate your brother in your heart.  Rebuke


= violent dislike

your neighbour frankly so you will not share in his guilt.


   Cause  - refusing to forgive      
18 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one 

of your people, but love your neighbour as yourself. I am the LORD.

3.  Pride




Prov 16:18

Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a 

(conceit …………)





fall.





Rom 12:16
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited

CAUSE:  Attention turned inward[image: image12.jpg]



4. Fear / Anxiety

Phil 4:6


Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.


Prov 3:25
Have no fear of sudden disaster 
       




or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked,



Matt 10:31
So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many 







sparrows.

    Cause – Misdirecting our faith









5.   Guilt /

Condemnation
Psalm 38:4

My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy 

to be
bear.

     Cause  -  Believes satan’s lie


6. Inferiority / 

    Self-doubt


6:11-16

??????

    Cause – Persistently confessing failure

SEEDS IN THE VALLEY

1.  For depression

Prov 15:13a
 

A happy heart makes the face cheerful,

Plant seeds of joy
1 Pet 4:12,13a

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 















13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ,

Prov 17:22a
A cheerful heart is good medicine,


2. For hatred



Eph 4:32


Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.


Plant seeds of kindness






Prov 11:17
A kind man benefits himself, but a cruel man brings trouble on himself.

3.  For pride



Prov 22:14

The mouth of an adulteress is a deep pit; 
he who is under the LORD's wrath will fall into it.


Plant seeds of humility






1 Peter 5:5
Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, 
"God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble

4. For fear



2 Tim 1:7

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline


Plant seeds of courage







Ps 34:1-4

1 I will extol the LORD at all times; 









his praise will always be on my lips.


 2 My soul will boast in the LORD; 
 let the afflicted hear and rejoice.

 3 Glorify the LORD with me; 
 let us exalt his name together.

 
4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me; 
he delivered me from all my fears.

5.  For guilt



Ps 32:1

Blessed is he whose transgressions are 












forgiven, whose sins are covered.




Plant seeds of assurance

            




Heb 10:22-23

22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart 













in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 













sprinkled 
to cleanse us from a guilty 













conscience and having our bodies washed with 














pure water.













23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 














profess, for he who promised is faithful.


6. For inferiority

Phil 4:13


13 I can do everything through him who 














gives me strength.


Plant seeds of confidence

“I can do anything in Jesus’ power”
“I am ready for anything”

THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S PRAYER PROGRAM
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HOW DO WE DEVELOP A PRAYER CONSISTENCY?

Romans 12:12


Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.


Matt 26:36-41 
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 

37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 

38 Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." 

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." 

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. 41"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."

The habit of prayer

________________________
____________________

________________________
____________________

________________________
____________________

THE ESSENTIALS OF YOUR DEVOTIONAL HABIT

1. A set time. ………………Daniel 6:10

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

    A place ………………….Matt 6:6

But when you pray, go into your room, close the 
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

2.  A Plan

     A Prayer Packet

3.  A Pledge

    “The most important thing I’ll do today is spend my hour along with God”

PRAYER PROGRAM






















COMPLETE






















   PRAYER
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Prayer should begin

and conclude at the 

level of praise



The Elements of Your Devotional Habit:

Scripture:
Ex 25:22


The Steps to Holy Communion

There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites

1.  SILENT
a. Praise


c. Listening



     



b. Waiting

d. Meditation

Job 37:14
"Listen to this, Job; stop and consider God's wonders.

2. VOCAL
a. Praise



e. Confession



    



b. ……..



f. Singing





c. Intercession

g. Word Praying





d. Thanksgiving

Ps 5:3
In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.

3.  INSTRUCTIONAL



    



a. Bible Study


b. Devotional Books


c. Cassettes

Ps 27:4
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: 
     



that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 
       


to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple.



Psalm 143:5
I remember the days of long ago; I meditate on all your works and consider what your hands have done.

Meditation Points

1. God Himself

2. Gods Word

3. God works

4. Past victories

5. Positive thoughts
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THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S PRAYER MISSION

The Intercessor’s Goal

Scripture:  Phil 3:7-10
7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,

1.  To Glorify the Father

1 Cor 10:31

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

1 Pet 4:11
11If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Rom 12:14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

2.  To Grow in Jesus Christ

Eph 3:14-17 ….. Repentance

14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,

1 John 1:8-9
8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Luke 3:8
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.

Acts 11:18
When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life."

3.  To Gather Souls through the Holy Spirit

Matt 12:30

"He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.

Matt 4:19
"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."

Acts 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

4.  To Govern Spiritual Forces Through Prayer

Eph 6:……..

Luke 10:19
I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.

Rev 12:10-11
10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
   
"Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of 

our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, 
has been hurled down.  11They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.

Rev 2:28



I will also give him the morning star
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The Intercessor’s Fortress

Scripture:  Heb10:23-25

23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

1.  Involvement (with the people of God)
Participation at the point of activities

2.  Interaction

Eph 4:13 Unity
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Heb 10:25

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Prov 27:12
The prudent see danger and take refuge, 
      
 but the simple keep going and suffer for it.

Eccl 4:9 -10

9 Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: 10 If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!

3.  Instruction

Eph 4:13 

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son

‘knowledge’ 
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

4.  Improvement

Eph 4:14-15 
14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the

‘Grow up’
 waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.




The Intercessor’s Priorities

1.  Develop
Time ……………  Potential

Prov 4:26
Make level paths for your feet and take only ways that are firm.

2.  Develop
Personal leadership qualities

Prov 6:6-8

6 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 

7 It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, 8 yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest.

3.  Develop
Daily Dual Priority

a. Devotional Exercise 

Matt 6:33
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

b. Physical Exercise

1 Cor 6:19-20
19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20you were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your body.

The Intercessor’s Call

Scripture: Matt 26:36-4

36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 37He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." 

 39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." 

 40Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter.

Could you not watch with me one hour?

My faithfulness in prayer proves four things to Jesus:
1.  It proves Jesus is important in my life

2.  It proves I believe God’s promises

3.  It proves I can be trusted

4.  It proves I care for the lost

THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S PRAISE LIFE
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1.  The Aspects of Praise

Praise – any expression of worship that focuses on the nature of God

Phil 4:6
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

Ps 96:8
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts.

Ex 15:2

The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. 
    



He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him.

Ps 22:3

Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel.

A.  Adoration

Ps 146:1

Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul.

Ps 18:1

I love you, O LORD, my strength.

B.  Thanksgiving

Col 2:6,7
6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

Ps 107:22
Let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy.

C.  Singing 
(songs for personal prayer)

Ps 7:17

I will give thanks to the LORD because of his righteousness 
      


and will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High.

Ps 119:54
Your decrees are the theme of my song wherever I lodge.

Eph 5:19
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord,

Col 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

2. The Avenues of Praise

Col 3:17 “whatsoever”


And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

A.  Words

Eph 4:29
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.

Prov 16:23
A wise man's heart guides his mouth, and his lips promote instruction.

Prov16:12
Kings detest wrongdoing, for a throne is established through righteousness.

Prov 16:18
Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.

Prov 12:18
Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

B. Witness

Ps 107:1-2
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say this— those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,

C.  Walk

Eph 4:1-2
1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.

Matt 5:16

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

D.  Wealth

Prov 3:9

Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;

E. Will

Phil 2:5-8
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!

F. Work

Eccl 9:10
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.

Col 3:22-23



22Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men,

Col 4:11
Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me.

G.  Worship

Ps 34:1-3
1I will extol the LORD at all times; his praise will always be on my lips. 

2 My soul will boast in the LORD; let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 

3 Glorify the LORD with me; let us exalt his name together.

3.  The Advantages of Praise

A.  Praise creates a climate of TRUST

Ps 59:17

O my Strength, I sing praise to you; you, O God, are my fortress, my loving God.

Ps 125:1-2
1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever.  2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people both now and forevermore.

Ps 22:3

Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel.

Ps 67:5-6
5 May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. 

6 Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our God, will bless us.

Prov 8:17
love those who love me, and those who seek me find me.

B.  Praise creates a climate of DEPENDENCE

Heb 11:6
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

C.  Praise creates a climate of APPRECIATION

Ps 13:6

will sing to the LORD, for he has been good to me.

Ps 68:19

Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. 

D. Praise creates a climate of POWER

Acts 16:26
Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose.

2 Chron 20:1-6


1 After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat.  2 Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, "A vast army is coming against you from Edom, from the other side of the Sea. It is already in Hazazon Tamar" (that is, En Gedi). 3 Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. 4 The people of Judah came together to seek help from the LORD; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek him.  5 Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the LORD in the front of the new courtyard 6 and said:  "O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you.

THE PRAYER WARRIOR’S MARCHING ORDERS
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Principles of Inquiry

Ex 33:12-13
12 Moses said to the LORD, "You have been telling me, 'Lead these people,' but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, 'I know you by name and you have found favor with me.' 13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people."


I Chron 14:8-17

8 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over all Israel, they went up in full force to search for him, but David heard about it and went out to meet them. 9 Now the Philistines had come and raided the Valley of Rephaim; 10 so David inquired of God: "Shall I go and attack the Philistines? Will you hand them over to me?" 
The LORD answered him, "Go, I will hand them over to you." 

11 So David and his men went up to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated them. He said, "As waters break out, God has broken out against my enemies by my hand." So that place was called Baal Perazim. 12 The Philistines had abandoned their gods there, and David gave orders to burn them in the fire.  13 Once more the Philistines raided the valley; 14 so David inquired of God again, and God answered him, "Do not go straight up, but circle around them and attack them in front of the balsam trees. 15 As soon as you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, move out to battle, because that will mean God has gone out in front of you to strike the Philistine army." 16 So David did as God commanded him, and they struck down the Philistine army, all the way from Gibeon to Gezer.  17 So David's fame spread throughout every land, and the LORD made all the nations fear him.

The Functions of Inquiry

1.  DISCERNMENT
‘Good Judgement’

I Cor 12:10
to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.

Ps 119:27
Let me understand the teaching of your precepts; then I will meditate on your wonders.

Ps 119:66
Teach me knowledge and good judgment, for I believe in your commands.

2.  DIMENSION

2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

Matt 28:19-20

19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

John 4:34
"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.

John 20:21
Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."

3. DIRECTION
4. [image: image18.jpg]


Specific Steps

Prov 3:5-6
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 

6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.

1. Total trust

2. Total surrender

3. Total reverence

The Fears of Inquiry

1.  The fear of UNWORTHINESS

Matt 27:51
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split.

Rom 5:1,2
1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.

2.  The fear of FANATICISM

John 10:4
When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice

3.  The fear of POSITION

Ps 22:2

O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent.

2 Sam 12:15-21


15 After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife had borne to David, and he became ill. 16 David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and went into his house and spent the nights lying on the ground. 17 The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any food with them. 

18 On the seventh day the child died. David's servants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they thought, "While the child was still living, we spoke to David but he would not listen to us. How can we tell him the child is dead? He may do something desperate." 

19 David noticed that his servants were whispering among themselves and he realized the child was dead. "Is the child dead?" he asked. 
"Yes," they replied, "he is dead." 

20 Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him food, and he ate. 

21 His servants asked him, "Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!"

Matt 18:19-20


19"Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.

4.  The fear of FAILURE

Matt 14:27-36





27But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 

 28"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 

 29"Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"  31Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 

32And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 

34When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. 35And when the men of that place recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to him 36and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed.

John 6:1-13


1Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. 3Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4The Jewish Passover Feast was near.  5When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" 6He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 

7Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" 

8Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 9"Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" 

10Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. 11Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

12When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." 13So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.

5.  The fear of IMPOSSIBILITY

Luke 1:37
For nothing is impossible with God."


The Formula of Inquiry

1.  WORD OF GOD

2 Pet 1:17-19


17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."[a] 18We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 

19And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

2 Cor 6:14
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?

2.  CIRCUMSTANCES

Rom 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,

who have been called according to his purpose.

3.  VOICE OF HOLY SPIRIT

1 Kings 9:11-12


11 King Solomon gave twenty towns in Galilee to Hiram king of Tyre, because Hiram had supplied him with all the cedar and pine and gold he wanted. 12 But when Hiram went from Tyre to see the towns that Solomon had given him, he was not pleased with them.

Acts 8:29

The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."

4.  SPIRITUAL ADVISORS

1 Tim 4:14
Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.

The Factors of Inquiry

UNSELFISH MOTIVES

1 Cor 10:33
even as I try to please everybody in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.

CLEAN HEART

Ps 24:3-4
3 Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?  Who may stand in his holy place? 

4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.

WISE COUNSEL

Prov 11:14
For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make victory sure.

Prov 12:15
The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice.

Prov 20:18
Make plans by seeking advice; if you wage war, obtain guidance.

Prov 24:6
for waging war you need guidance, and for victory many advisers.


THE HOUR THAT CHANGES THE WORLD

Complete prayer consists of developing a devotional hour that beings into our praying all of the key elements of prayer.  Prayer is most meaningful when we do this daily.  However be careful not be become legalistic.  As suggested in the Change the World School of Prayer, if we give at least 5 minutes to each of these areas, it is not at all difficult to pray a full hour.  Some will find themselves giving 30 minutes to intercession alone.

WITH EACH ELEMENT OF PRAYER WE HAVE PROVIDED SEVERAL KEY WORDS TO HELP PRAYER WARRIOR APPLY THESE ELEMENTS.


STEPS FOR PERSONAL PRAYER

For a balanced prayer time use the above guide.  By devoting five minutes to each step you will spend one full hour in prayer.





FINISH


START


A 7-DAY WORLD CHRISTIAN PRAYER STRATEGY

MONDAY:  Pray for World Evangelisation.

1. Claim WORKERS for the harvest (Matt 9:38)  “Ask the lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

(Will you declare your availability?)

2. Claim OPEN DOORS in the harvest!  (Col 4:2,3) “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  And pray for us too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.”  (Especially pray that doors will open to all 12,000 still unreached “hidden people groups” globally

3. Claim FRUIT in the harvest! (2 Thess 3:1)  “Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honoured, just as it was with you.” (Pray daily for ministries planting gospel seeds!)

4. Claim FINANCES for the harvest (Rom 10:14,15) “How, then can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?   And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news! (To give is to send. Pray for more senders.)
TUESDAY:  Pray for My Church

Use this 3-step plan to pray for your church.

1. Claim LEADERS WHO PRAY  “We will give ourselves continually to prayer.” (Acts 6:4)

2. Claim SAINTS WHO SERVE  “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2)

3. Claim PEOPLE WHO PRAISE “Ye are…a royal priesthood… that you should show forth the praises of him…”
 (1 Peter 2:9)

WEDNESDAY:  Pray for World Issues

Daily newspaper and television newscast include a variety of reports that might serve as points for prayer for sensitive intercessors.  These could include anything from crime and inner-city poverty to famine in distant nations or international threats to peace (any of which can greatly hinder the spread of the Gospel).

To help you pray for issues that the Holy Spirit may impress upon your heart, here is a unique 3-step focus based on Acts 1:8. It reminds us to focus prayer on local, regional, and global concerns.

1. Praying for my ‘JERUSALEM; (LOCAL ISSUES)!  What issues of the day in my city need prayer.  Especially remember whose who are hungry, hunting or in prison.

2. Praying for my “JUDEA AND SAMARIA” (REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ISSUES)!  What serious issues confronting my state (Province) or nation need prayer?

3. Praying for the “UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH” (INTERNATIONAL ISSUES)! What issues of international concern are worthy of my prayers today?

THURSDAY:  Pray for Spiritual Awakening   

Remember those four biblical areas of focus to claim a fresh outpouring of God’s Spirit on His Church throughout the world.

1. Claim a spirit of HUMBLE REPENTANCE throughout Christ’s Body!

If my people…shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways…” (2 Chron 7:14)

2. Claim a spirit of HUNGRY DESPERATION throughout Christ’s Body!  

“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart” (Jer 29:13)

3. Claim a spirit of HELPFUL GENEROSITY throughout Christ’s Body!

4. Claim a spirit of HOLY UNITY throughout God’s Body!  

“I pray also for those…that all of them may be one…” (John 17:20-21)

FRIDAY:  Pray for My Family

Growth steps in the early life of Jesus (see Luke 2:52) shows us the key ways to pray for one’s family.  

Pray that your family will grow as follows:
1. SPIRITUALLY (in favour with God)

2. SOCIALLY (in favour with man)

3. MENTALLY (increasing in wisdom)

4. PHYSICALLY (increasing in stature – i.e. good health)

SATURDAY:  Pray for Those in Spiritual Authority

Pray for the Nations of the World and their leaders.  The following steps will help you to pray more specifically for these government leaders.  (Tim 2:1-2)

1. Pray that UNJUST LEADERS will make mistakes that help advance the Gospel! (See Psalm 109:29)

2. Pray that TYRANNICAL LEADERS will fall from power through unsound advice! (See Psalm 5:10)

3. Pray that all GODLY LEADERS will discover scriptural wisdom to govern their nations!  (See Proverbs 28:2)

4. Pray that all LEADERS will receive a personal message of God’s love! (See Isaiah 52:15)

5. Pray that all LEADERS will realise that God, alone, gave them their positions. (See Daniel 2:19:22)

SUNDAY:  Pray for Your Own Personal Growth

1. Claim a spirit of personal INTEGRITY (Hebrews 13:18)

2. Claim a spirit of personal PURITY (Psalm 51:1-2)

3. Claim a spirit of personal AVAILABILITY (Isaiah 6:8)

HOW TO PRAY FOR SOMEONE WHO’S GIVING YOU A HARD TIME
I don’t know of a single Christian who at one time or another hasn’t had a real struggle to keep their heart attitude “right” toward a brother or sister who hurt or abused them in some way.

If our heart attitude is wrong (hate, resentment, anger, etc) then our own prayer “bounce off the ceiling” (Mark 11:25:  Matt 5:23) and we deteriorate in our own relationship with the Lord, - it’s like “spiritually shooting yourself in the foot” – painful and crippling!

We can’t deny the pain and hurt, but how do we deal with it biblically to avoid Satan’s snare and so re-establish Christ’s victory in our lives?

I believe the answer is to pray scripturally for the one who caused the pain – literally!  May I commend to you Isaiah 11:24.  It’s a prophecy concerning the nature and character of Jesus and cites the fruit of the Spirit that is to be evident in His life.

What I do is use it as a prayer inserting the name of the person who is troubling me.

Eg. Lord, I pray for John/Sally/Miles.

“That the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him? her, - the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord…etc”

Notice what I have done!

1. I have asked God to ‘bless’ my ‘enemy’.  (Matt 5:44)

2. I have prayed in line (literally) with the word of God.

3. I have taken a faith – step to get my heart right again.

If God answers/grants my prayer request, then my problems are over, for anyone on whom the Spirit of the Lord resides and is endowed with the spiritual fruit I have sought for them is going to be warm and loving toward me and become my friend, brother/sister in Christ – and the previous relationship problem will be healed by the revelation of the love and grace of God.

Either way, by praying this scripture I have dealt with my own resentment and freed myself from the snare of the enemy! 

I find it works every time!

PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER AND WARFARE

Notes compiled by Pastor Ronda Feddern

God has provided the Christian with spiritual “ARMOUR” (Eph 6:13-17 and “WEAPONS” (2 Cor 10:4)  

But before we can wield them effectively, we must first understand four facts.

1. There is a war (Rev 12:7-12; Eph 6:12)

2. It is a spiritual conflict, not a natural one (Eph 6:12)

3. The enemy is set on defeating us (John 10:10;  1 Peter 5:8)

4. We are called to be involved. (Tim 1:18;  Eph 6:10-17)

Like it or not, every Christian is involved in a very real war against the forces or darkness… a war more real than any battle ever fought in the natural (Eph 6:12).

BATTLES

There are number of spiritual battles that a Christian must constantly face, each one being just one aspect of the overall spiritual war with the powers of darkness.

1. The battle for the mind (2 Cor 10:5)

2. The battle against flesh (1 Peter 2:11;1 Cor 9:27; 1 Timothy 6:11-12)

3. The battle against the world (1 John 5:4;1 John 2:15-17)

The important thing for us to establish in our hears and minds is that we are living from a position of victory.  The child of God does not work TOWARDS victory but FROM IT. This is our starting point, and fro here for us to understand and recognise the two sides that are involved in conflict.  If we do not, we will rapidly find ourselves the object of repeated attacks from an UNKNOWN ENEMY bent on our destruction.  

Before we can become more effective in day to day combat, we must be able to distinguish between the voice of the Holy Spirit and the voice of the enemy.  Many Christians have great difficulty discerning between the two and this ignorance always plays them into the enemy’s hands.

GUIDELINES

SATAN

verses

HOLY SPIRIT
1.  The enemy works


The spirit works in the

      in the mind.


heart.

2.  The enemy condemns.

The spirit convicts.

3.  The enemy pressures.

The spirit leads

4. The enemy produces fear.

The spirit engenders faith.

5.  The enemy puts our eyes

The spirit causes us to look to God.

      on ourselves.

ARMOUR

In our defence against the enemy, the Lord has supplied us with SPECIAL ARMOUR – armour perfectly designed to ward off every attack of the enemy, IF WE USE IT. (Eph 6:11-18)

1. The belt of truth (v14)

2. The breastplate of righteousness, faith and love (v14)

3. The sandals of readiness (V15)

4. The shield of faith (v16)

5. The helmet of salvation (v17)

6. The sword of the spirit (v17)

7. Communications (v18) “and pray in the spirit on all occasions.

A natural soldier must keep in contact with his headquarters and with those in authority so that he will know how to act in any given situation.  In the way, the spiritual soldier must keep in vital contact with his “COUNSELLOR”, “GUIDE”, “THE ONE WHO LEADS US INTO ALL TRUTH” – THE HOLY SPIRIT.

John 16;  Romans 8:26-27; 1 Thess 5:17

Communications with the Holy Spirit (pray in the Spirit at all time) is the all important thing if victory is to be assured.

8. Comradeship (v18) “…Always keep on praying for all the saints” (see also Col 1:3,9-13; 4:2-3)  A soldier can only become effective in battle when he is organised as part of a corporate disciplined army.  We are not alone in our warfare; it is a battle that belongs to the Lord (2 Chron 20:15) and is also shared with an “army” of Christians supporting each other

 (Gal 6:2) UNITY IS POWERFUL (Gen 11:1-7;  Eccles 4:9-12)

WEAPONS

2 Corinthians 10:3-4 (see also v5,6,7) Some weapons in a Christian’s arsenal are:

1. The name of Jesus (Psalm 44:5;  Acts 16:18, 19:13-17;  Phil 2:9-11)

2. The Authority belonging to Jesus (Luke 10:17-19;  Matt 28:18-20)

3. The Word of God (Eph 6:17;  Heb 4:12)

4. The Blood of Jesus (Rev 12:11)

5. Testimony – A changed life (Rev 12:11)

6. Correct priorities (Rev 12:11)

7. Praise (Psalm 149:6-9;  2 Chron 20:21-24)

8. Prayer (James 5:16)

9. The resources of Heaven (2 Kings 6:16,17;  Psalm 68:17)

10. Team work (Eccles 4:9-12;  Neh 4:19-23;  Heb 10:24,25)

11. The indwelling spirit (2 Chron 1:21-22;  1 John 4:4)

THE INDWELLING SPIRIT

As we read Acts, we discover that the Holy Spirit played an indispensable role in the birthing of the Church (Acts 2:1-41) and in fact throughout the entire book of Acts.  He still plays the same INDISPENSABLE role in the life of the believer today.  Because the church is at war against the “Works of the devil” (1 John 3:8) we need to rely upon the Holy Spirit as never before.  It is important to understand who the Holy Spirit is and the kind of help He gives us.

HIS NAMES

The spirit of adoption (Rom 8:15)

The spirit of truth (1John 14:16-18)

The spirit of grace (Heb 10:29)

The spirit of power, love an self-discipline (2 Tim 1:7)

The spirit of holiness (Rom 1:4)

The spirit of God’s Son (Gal 4:6)

HIS WORK

The Holy Spirit testifies of our relationship with God 

(1 John 3:24, 4:13; Gal 4:6)

The Holy Spirit teaches (John 14:26)

For He “KNOWS EVERYTHING” (Heb 4:13)

The Holy Spirit “GUIDES AND LEADS US INTO ALL TRUTH”

(John 16:13:  Acts 10:19-20, 13:2, 16:6)

The Holy Spirit helps us live a life pleasing to God (Gal 5:16, 17, 25)

The Holy Spirit helps us in prayer. (Rom 8:26, 27)

The Holy Spirit gives power to witness. 

(Acts 1:8;  Acts 4:31, 33; 1 Thess 1:5;  Luke 24:49)

The Holy Spirit gives life.

(Rom 8:11;  John 3:5-6;  Eph 3:16,20-21;  John 6:63)

The Holy Spirit testifies.  (John 15:26)

The Holy Spirit brings conviction.  (John 16:8,9;  Acts 24:24-25)

The Holy Spirit reproves.  (John 16:8)

The Holy Spirit restrains.  (2 Thess 2:7)

The Holy Spirit is the voice of God (John 16:13)

The Holy Spirit is prophetic  (John 16:13)

The Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus (John 16:14)

POWER DRAINERS

SIN

Sin drains us of power and spiritual energy.  Sin holds us back, holds us up, and holds everybody else up as well.  While we are entertaining any kind of sin, others miss out on being set free.  Jesus knows this – that’s why He taught us to pray, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt 6:13)

HINDRANCES

We may not be caught up in thieving, murder, adultery but there may be other hindrances in our lives such as;

1. Wrong priorities, motives (James 4:3)

2. Idols in our lives (Ezekiel 14:1-3; 2 Chron 15:2)

3. A faulty relationship (Jer 2:11-13;  2 Chron 15:2)

4. An unforgiving spirit  (Mark 11:25)

5. Unbelief, doubt (Matt 21:21;  James 1:6-8)

6. Failure to pray (1 Samuel 12:23)

7. Apathy, complacency (Isaiah 59:16;  Ezekiel 22:30)

8. Compromise, half-heartedness (1 Kings 18:21)

LUKE-WARMNESS

Revelations 3:15,16

Ephraim was completely drained of spiritual power and effectiveness because of his luke-warmness, half-heartedness, compromise, idol worshipping, mixture, apathy, and so on.  (Hosea 7:8-10, 16)  He was not entirely devoted to God.  He let everything and everybody block his vision of God.  HE DID NOT REALISE that his strength was sapped away and his hair grew grey.  He became like a ‘SLACK BOW’ (Hosea 7:16) and slack bows cause the arrow to miss the target.  “Grey hairs here and there without realising it,” speaks of a spiritual warning.  Spiritual decline is not conscious or sudden.  Few grow grey in a night.  Backsliding is not usually determined or deliberate.  The warning is plain.  Grey hairs are the sad symptoms of a GREY, DECAYING, DECLINING STATE and so we should be at pains to examine and discover whether signs of premature old age is appearing in our spiritual lives.

LET US MAKE SURE THAT THESE POWER DRAINERS ARE NOT IN OUR LIVES, SO THAT OUR MINISTRY UNTO THE LORD AND FOR HIM IS POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE.

Spiritual warfare is a serious matter.  Only a Holy Jesus could defeat an unholy Satan.

Holiness breaks evilness.  Remember Dagon.  He fell and broke to pieces before the ark.  (1 Sam 5:1-8)  before entering into prayer and spiritual warfare let us make sure that there are no “Power Drainers” in our lives.  Holy lives are enough to bring down any stronghold of evilness.

THE POWER OF THE BLOOD

THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST CLEANSES YOU FROM SIN

1 JOHN 1:7
Colossians 1:14  In whom we have redemption through His Blood, even the forgiveness of sins.

Matthew 1:21  He save His People from their sins

Galations 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins.

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Matthew 26:28  This is My blood of the covenant, which is to be shed on behalf of many for forgiveness of sins.

John 1:29  Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Isaiah 53:5  But He was sounded and bruised for our sins.  He was chastised that we might have peace, He was lashed – and we were healed.

Hebrews 9:22  Without the shedding of the blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

Ephesians 1:7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.

1 Peter 2:24  And he himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

Hebrews 9:12  He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.

Revelation 1:5  And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the Kings of the earth.  To him who love us and has freed us from our sins by his blood.

Ephesians 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Hebrews 9:14  The Blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanses your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

1 Peter 1:18,19  Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the Blood of Christ.

Romans 5:9  And since by His blood He did this for us as sinners, how much more will He do for us now that He has declared us not guilty?  Now he will save us from all of God’s wrath to come.

Colossians 1:20 For Christ’s death on the cross has made peace with God for all by his blood.

Romans 5:8  But God showed His great love for us be sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.

LIVING PRAYER WORD WARFARE

Micah 7:8  Rejoice not against me.  O mine enemy; when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.

Isaiah 59:19 When the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall raise up a standard against him.

Psalm 18:48   He delivers me from my enemies; yea, You lift me up above those who rise up against me.  You have delivered me from the violent man.

Psalm 118:6  The lord is on my side, I will not fear, what can man do unto me?

Psalm 91:4  He shall cover thee with feathers, and under His wings shalt thou rust;  His truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

1 Corinthians 15:57  But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Deuteronomy 20:4  for the Lord your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.

2 Corinthians 2:14  Now thanks be unto God, who always causes us to triumph in Christ, and makes manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in every place.

Joshua 23:10  One man of you shall chase a thousand; for the Lord your God, is He who fights for you, as he promised.

Psalm 56:9  When I cry unto thee, then shall my enemies burn back, this I know for God is with me.

Proverbs 18:10  the Lord is a strong fortress.  The Godly run to Him and are safe.

1 Peter 3:13  And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good.

Psalm 91:11  For He orders His angels to protect you wherever you go.

Deuteronomy 28:7  The Lord shall cause thine enemies to rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face; they shall come out against thee on way, and flee before thee seven ways.

Deuteronomy 20:4  For the Lord your God is He who goeth with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.

Psalm 60:12  Through God we shall do valiantly; for He it is that shall tread down our enemies.

Genesis 28:15  What’s more, I am with you, and will protect you wherever you go.

Deuteronomy 33:12  The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him; and the Lord shall cover him all the day long.

Psalm 138:7  Though I walk in the midst of trouble, Thou wilt revive me; Thou silt stretch forth Thy hand against the wrath of my enemies, and Thy right hand will save me.

Isaiah 41:10,13  Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God.  I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee.  Yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness For, the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, “Fear not, I will help thee.”

Psalm 27:1,14  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the strength of my life, of who shall I be afraid?  Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on the Lord

YOU CAN EXPECT ANSWERS TO YOUR PRAYERS

John 15:7   If you abide in Me, and My word abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

Mark 11:24   Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you.

Psalm 21:2   Thou hast given him his heart’s desire, and Thou has not with-held the request of his lips.

Romans 8:28   We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.

Psalm 34:17   Yes, the Lord hears the good man when he calls to Him for help, and saves him out of all his troubles.

Psalm 37:4   Be delighted with the Lord.  Then he will give you all your heart’s desires.

Psalm 50:15   Call upon Me in the day of trouble, I shall rescue you, and you will honour Me.

Psalm 55:16   As for me, I will call upon God; and the Lord shall save me.

Psalm 55:17   Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud; and He shall hear my voice.

Matthew 7:7   Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.

John 14:14   Yes, ask anything, using My hame, and I will do it.

Isaiah 65:24   It shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are speaking, I will hear.

Jeremiah 33:3   Call to Me, and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and might things, which you do not know.

Psalm 86:7   In the day of trouble I shall call upon God; and the Lord shall save me.

Isaiah 58:9   Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry, and He will say, “here am I.”

Psalm 91:15   He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.

1 John 3:22   Whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.

Matthew 18:19   Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them on My Father who is in heaven.

2 Chronicles 7:14   If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

Matthew 21:22   And everything you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.

Luke 11:10   Everyone who ask receives; and he who asks finds; and to him who knocks it shall be opened.

1 John 5:14   This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.

1 John 5:15   And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the request which we have asked   from him.

Romans 8:32   Since He did not spare even His own son for us but gave Him up for us all, won’t He also surely give us everything else?


Psalm 37:5   Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He will do it.

Hebrews 11:6   He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Mark 9:23   If you can!  All things are possible to him who believes

Matthew 17:20   If you had faith as small as a tiny mustard seed nothing would be impossible.

John 14:12   Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do because I go to the Father.

John 14:13   Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that the father may be glorified in the Son.

Ephesians 3:20   Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us.

1 Corinthians 12:28   God has appointed to the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.

1 Corinthians 12:10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues.

GOD WILL GIVE YOU STRENGTH FOR HIS SERVICE

Zechariah 4:6 Not by might, nor by power, by my Spirit, says the Lord.

Psalm 68:35  The God of Israel gives strength and mighty power to His people.

Acts 1:8  You shall receive power when the Holy spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.

Isaiah 40:31  They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

2 Corinthians 12:9  And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee; for My strength is made perfect in weakness.

Ephesians 6:13 So use every piece of God’s armour to resist the enemy whenever he attacks, and when it is all over, you will still be standing up.

Isaiah 41:10  Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.

Phillipians 2:13  For God is at work within you, helping you want to obey Him, and then helping you to do as He wants.

Psalm37:39  But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord; He is their strength in the time of trouble.

Ephesians 3:16  That He would grant you according to the richest of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man.

Phillipians 4:13  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

Colossians 1:11  We are praying, too, that you will be filled with His mighty, glorious strength so that you can keep going no matter what happens – always full of the joy of the Lord

Job 17:9 The righteous shall move onward and forward; those with pure hearts shall become stronger and stronger.

Ephesians 2:10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Psalm 121:1,2 I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; from whence shall my help come?  My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

2 Thessalonians 3:3  But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.

Psalm 94:18  If I should say, “My foot has slipped,” Thy loving – kindness, O Lord, will hold me up.

Proverbs 3:26  The Lord will be your confidence, and will keep your foot from being caught.

Isaiah 26:4  Trust in the Lord God always, for in the Lord Jehovah is your everlasting strength.

John 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them he gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.

GOD WILL GIVE YOU A NEW FREEDOM

John 8:36 If the Son sets you free, you will indeed be free.

John 8:32  You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

John 16:13  When He, the Spirit of truth, is come He will guide you into all truth

Romans 8:2 For the power of the life-giving Spirit and this power is mine through Christ Jesus – has freed me from the vicious circle of sin and death.

2 Corinthians 3:17  Now the Lord is that Spirit; and when the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

Isaiah 9:4  Thou shalt break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulder’s, the rod of their oppressor.

Romans 6:22  Now you are free from the power of sin and are slaves of God, and His benefits to you include holiness and everlasting life.

Psalm 121:7,8  He keeps you from all evil, and preserves your life.  He keeps His eye upon you as you come and go, and always guards you.

Isaiah 61:1  He has sent me to comfort the broken – hearted to announce liberty to captives and to open the eyes of the blind.

WHO I AM IN CHRIST

(Christ in you the hope of glory… Col 1:27)

I am
Overtaken with blessings.


Deut 28:2
Eph 1:3

I am
His disciple because I have love

Jn 13:34, 35

for others

I am
The light of the world.


Matt 5:14

I am
The salt of the earth


Matt 5:13

I am 
The righteousness of God


2 Cor 5:21
1 Pet 2:24

I am
A partaker of His divine nature.

2 Peter 1:4

I am
Called of God.



2 Tim 1:9

I am
The first fruits among his creation

James 1:18

I am 
Chosen




1 Thess 1:4
Eph 1:4

1 Peter 2:9

I am
An ambassador for Christ


2 Cor 3:18

I am
God’s workmanship created in

Eph 2:10

Christ Jesus for good works

I am
The apple of my Father’s eye

Deut 32:10
Psalm 17:8

I am
Being changed into his image

2 Cor 3:18
Phil 1:6

I am
Made nigh by the blood of Christ

Eph 2:

I am
God’s child for I am born again of 

the incorruptible seed of the Word

of God which liveth and abideth

forever.




1 Pet 1:23

I am
Forgiven of all my sins and


Eph 1:7 

Col 1:14

washed in the Blood



I am
A new creature



2 Cor 5:17

I am
The temple of the Holy Spirit

1 Cor 6:19

I am 
Delivered from the power of


darkness and translated into

God’s Kingdom.



Col 1:13

I am
Redeemed from the curse of



the law.




Gal 3:13

I am
Blessed




Deut 28:1-6

I am
A saint




Rom 1:7

Phil 1:1

1 Cor 1:2

I am
The head and not the tail


Deut 28:13

I am
Above only and not beneath

Deut 28:13

I am
Holy and without blame before


him in love



Eph 1:4

I am
Elect




Col 3:12

I am
Established to the end


1 Cor

I am
Victorious



Rev 21:7

I am 
Set free




Jn 8:31-33

I am
Strong in the Lord



Eph 6:10

I am
Dead to sin



Rom 6:2,11

I am
More than a conqueror


Rom 8:37

I am
A joint heir with Christ


Rom 8:17

I am
Sealed with the Holy Spirit



of Promise



Eph 1:13

I am 
In Christ Jesus by his doing
  
1 Cor 1:30

I am
Accepted in the Beloved


Eph 1:6

I am
Complete in Him



Col 2:10

I am
Crucified with Christ


Gal 2:20

I am
Alive with Christ



Eph 2:5

I am
Free from condemnation


Rom 8:1

I am
Reconciled to God


2 Cor 5:18

I am
Qualified to share in His inheritance
Col 1:12

I am
Firmly rooted, built up, established in


my faith and overflowing with gratitude
Col 2:7

I am
Circumcised with the circumcision

made without hands.


Col 2:11

I am
A fellow citizen with the saints

and of the household of God

Eph 2:19

I am
Built upon the foundation of the

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ

Himself being the Chief Cornerstone
Eph 2:20


I am
In the world as He is in heaven

1 Jn 4:17

I am
Born of God and the evil one does

not touch me.



1 Jn 5:18

I have 
The mind of Christ


Phil 2:5

1 Cor 2:16

I have 
Obtained an inheritance


Eph 1:11

I have 
Access by one Spirit upon the Father
Heb 4:16
Eph 2:1

I have 
Overcome the world


1 Jn 5:4,5

I have 
Everlasting life and will not be

Jn 5:24 

Jn 6:47

condemned.





I have 
The peace of God which passes

understanding



Phil 4:7

I have 
Received power, the power of the

Holy Spirit; power to lay hands on the

sick and see them recover; power to

cast out demons; power over all the

power of the enemy and nothing shall

by any means hurt me


Mk 16:17, 18b

I have 
Wealth, prosperity and riches in 
 
2 Cor 8:9 
Ps 112:3

Christ






I live 
By and in the law of the Spirit of

life in Christ Jesus


Rom 8:2

I walk 
In Christ Jesus



Col 2:6

I can 
Do all things in Christ


Phil 4:13

My Life 
Is hidden with Christ in God

Col 3:3

I shall 
Do even greater works than


Jesus Christ



Jn 14:12

I 

Possess
the Greater One in me - 
because greater is He who is in me

than he who is in the world


1 Jn 4:4

I Press 
Towards the mark for the prize of

the high calling of God


Phil 3:14

I 

Always triumph in Christ


2 Cor 2:14

I 

Show forth His Praise


1 Pet 2:9

I am
Raised up with Christ and seated

Col 2:12

 Eph 2:6

In heavenly places






I am
Beloved of God



Col 3:12

Rom 1:7

1 Thess 1:4

I am
One in unity with the Body of Christ

Jn 17:21-23

SEVEN STEPS FOR RETAINING

DELIVERANCE

1.  Put on the Whole Armour of God
The Christian’s spiritual armour is set forth in Eph 6:10-18.  There are seven pieces of armour:

1. Loins girt about the truth.

2. Breastplate of righteousness.

3. Feet shod wit the preparation of the gospel of peace.

4. The shield of faith

5. The helmet of salvation

6. The sword of the Spirit which is the word of God.

7. Praying in the Spirit.

Pay special attention to the “helmet of salvation” for the guarding of your thought life.  Most demons seeking to re-enter assail the thoughts.  Become watchful of any thoughts that could be considered negative; they are from the enemy.  Separate their thoughts from your own.  Refuse the thoughts they give you and replace them with positive spiritual thoughts (See Phil 4:8).  Resist the devil at the first sign of his attack.

2. Confess Positively
Negative confessions characterise demonic influence.  Positive confession is faith expressed.  Confess what God’s word says.  Any other confession will open the door for the enemy.

I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he ways will happen, it will be done for him.
3. Stay in the Scripture
Jesus withstood Satan’s temptation by using scripture.  The Word is a mirror to the soul (James 1:22-25); it is a lamp unto the feet for guidance (Psalm 119:105); it is a cleansing agent (Eph 5:25,26); it is a two edged sword, laying bare the heart 

(Heb 4:12); it is food for the spirit (1 Pet 2:2; Matt 4:4).  No person can long maintain deliverance apart from the word of God as a primary factor in his life.

Blessed is the man who, does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.  (Psalm 1:1-3).

4. Crucify the Flesh

Take up your cross daily and follow Jesus. (Luke 9:23).  Break old habit patterns set up in league with evil spirits.  If fleshly appetites, desires and lusts are not brought to the cross, a way for demons to return will be left open. (Gal 5:19-21,24).

5. Develop a Life of Continuous Praise and Prayer.

Praises silences the enemy.  Praise is not an attitude of heart; praise is the expression unto God of thankfulness, adoration and joy by speaking, singing, shouting, dancing, leaping, playing musical instruments, clapping the hands, etc.  Pray in the Spirit (in tongues) and also in the understanding (1 Cor 14:14).  “Pray without ceasing (I Thess 5:17).

6. Maintain a Life of Fellowship and Spiritual Ministry.

It is the sheep that wanders from the flock that is most endangered.  Find and fulfil your function within the body of Christ.  Desire spiritual gifts and yield to their operation through you within the body of Christ. (1 Cor 12:7-14).  Keep yourself under authority.

7. Commit yourself totally to Christ.

Determine that every thought, word and action will reflect the very nature of Christ.  Abide in Christ that the fruit of the Spirit might come forth in abundance.  Demon spirits are enemies of the fruit of the Spirit.  Faith and trust in God is the greatest weapon against the devil’s lies.

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil on.  Eph 6:1

NOTE:  Doing these seven things will ensure that your “house” (life) is filled after having been cleansed.  No demon will be able to return much less bring others in with him.  If a spirit should trick you and retain entrance, see that he is cast out as soon as possible, either by yourself or the help of other believers.  If other areas of demon activity in your life are subsequently brought to light, seek deliverance.  Jesus has made possible complete deliverance.  Walk in daily deliverance.  Do not settle for anything less!

For if, when we were God’s enemies we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!  Romans 5:10.

 Extracts from “INTERCESSORY PRAYER - and how God can use your prayers to move heaven and earth” 
-Dutch Sheets, Regal Books, 1996

Defining intercession

“…according to Webster, intercede means to go or pass between; Toorak between parties with a view to reconcile those who differ or contended;: to interpose; to mediate or make intercession; mediation.

Using the same source, mediate means between two extremes; to interpose between parties as the equal friend of each; to negotiate between persons at variance with a view to reconciliation; to mediate peace; intercession.  

As can be clearly seen from these definitions.  The concept of intercession can be summarised as mediating, going between, pleading for another, representing one party to another four, but not limited to, legal situations.

Intercession happens in our courts in daily with lawyers interceding to clients.  It

intercession happens in contractual meetings daily with attorneys representing one party to another.  It involves delegation.  It involves authority.  It boils down to representation.” P.37
JESUS isn't praying for us; he is interceding fro, so we can pray.  This is will.  What is meant by asking, in his name. 
“… I'm certain it refers to his work of mediation is the 1 Timothy 2:5, two is being our Advocate with a father, seat 1 John 2:1.  He is now functioning as a representative, guaranteeing our access to the father and her benefits of redemption.”
DISTRIBUTORS for God

“… when I say our prayers of intercession are an extension of his work of intercession, the difference is in distributing versus producing.  We don't have to produce anything-reconciliation, deliverance, victory, etc-but rather we distribute, as the disciples did with the loaves and fishes )see. Matthew 14:17-19) our calling and function is not to replace God, but to release him.  It liberates us from intimidation and involves us to know that:

·  the producer simply wants to distribute through us.

·  the intercessor wants to intercede through us.

·  the mediator wants to mediate through us.

·  the representative wants to represent through us.

·  the go-between wants to go between through us.

·  the victor was his victory enforced through us.

· the Minister of reconciliation has given us of the Ministry of reconciliation.  (see 2 Corinthians 5:18 -- 19.)  We now represent Him in His representation Ministry.  God continues to incarnate his redemptive purposes in human lives.
We don't deliver anyone, we don't reconcile anyone to God, we don't defeat the enemy.  The work is already done.  Reconciliation is complete.  Deliverance and victory are complete.  Salvation is complete.  Intercession is complete!  Finished!  Done!  Wow ! what a relief.  And what a relief.  And yet…

We must ask that the release and application of these things.  So, let me offer the following is the Biblical definition of intercessory prayer.  Intercessory prayer is an extension of the Ministry of Jesus through his body the church, whereby we mediate between God and humanity for the purpose of reconciling the world to him or between Satan and humanity from the purpose of enforcing the victory of Calvary.

Christ needs a human on earth to represent himself through, just as the father did.  The Father’s human was Jesus; Jesus, humans are us, the church.  He said, “As the father has sent me, I also send you.”  (John, 20:2)
The concept of being sent is important and embodies the truths of which we have been speaking..  Sent ones have authority as long as they represent the sender.  And the importance or emphasis is not on the scent one, but the sender…. Jesus was a sent one.  That is why he had authority.  He receded from the father who sent him.  40 times in John's gospel alone, image is important factor being sent by the father.  The result of this arrangement was that, in essence, he wasn't doing the works, but the father who sent in C. John 14:10

The same is true with us. Our authority comes from being sent ones, representing Jesus.  As long as the function that capacity, we function in Christ's authority.  And, in essence, we’re not really doing the works, He is.” P. 41-42
PRAYER Suggestions.
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Extracts from the Steps to Freedom in Christ, by Neil G. Anderson, 2004, published by Gospel Light
The Disciples’ Prayer.

Dear Heavenly Father,

You are present in this room, and in my life.  You alone are all knowing , alll powerful and everywhere present, and I worship you alone.  I declare my dependency on you, for apart from you I can do nothing.  I choose to believe your word which teaches that authority in heaven, and on earth belongs to the resurrected Christ, and being alive in Christ I have the authority to resist the devil as I submit to you.  I ask that you fill me with your Holy Spirit and guide me into all truth.  I ask for your complete protection and guidance as I seek to know you and do your will.  In the wonderful name of Jesus, I pray.  Amen
A Declaration
In the name and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, I command Satan and all evil spirits to release their hold on me in order that I can be free to know and choose to do the will of God.  As a child of God, who was seated with Christ in heavenly places, I declare that every enemy of the Lord Jesus Christ in my presence be bound.  Satan and all his daemons cannot inflict pain or in any way prevent God's will from being done in my life today, because I belong to the Lord Jesus Christ..

A Prayer of Commitment.

Dear Heavenly Father, 
You are the truth, and I desire to live by faith according to your truth.  The truth will set me free, but in many ways have been deceived by the father of lies and the philosophies of this fallen world, and I have deceived myself.

I choose to walk in the light, knowing that you Love me , and accept me just as I am.  As I consider areas of possible deception, I invite the spirit of truth to guide me into all truth.

Please protect me from all deception as you “search me O’ God and know my heart.  Try me and know my anxious thoughts; and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting Way;” [Psalms 139: 23-24].  In the name of Jesus, I pray Amen.  

Dealing with Bitterness
The heavenly Father,

I think you have the riches of your kindness, from parents and patients toward me, knowing that your kindness has led me to repentance.  I confess that I have not shown the same kindness and patience towards those who have hurt or offended me (Romans 2:4).  Instead, I have held onto my anger, bitterness and resentment toward them.

Please bring to mind all the people, I need to forgive in order that I  may now  do so.  In Jesus name I in pray, Amen .  

Dealing with Pride

Dear Heavenly Father
You have said that pride goes before destruction and an arrogant spirit before stumbling.  I confess that I have focused on my own needs and desires are not those of others.  I have not always denied myself, have picked up my cross daily and followed you.  I have relied on my own strength and resources instead of resting in yours stop.  I have placed my will before yours and severed my life around myself instead of view.  I confess my pride and selfishness and pray that all ground gained in my life by the enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ would be cancelled. I choose to rely on the Holy Spirit's power and guidance so that I will do nothing from selfishness or in the conceit.  But with humility of mine, I choose to regard others is more important than myself.  I acknowledge you as my lord, and I confess that apart from you I can do nothing of lasting significance, please examine my heart and show me the specific ways I have lived in pride in my life.  In the gentle and humble name of Jesus, I pray, Amen.  (See province, 16:18; Matthew 6:33; 16:24: Romans 12:10; Philippians 2:3.)

Dealing with Bondage.

Dear Heavenly Father,

you have told me to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its last.  I confess are given into flesh, the lust is that wage war against my soul.  I thank you, that in Christ my sins are already forgiven, but I have broken your holy law, who have allowed sin to wage war in my body.  I come now to you to confess and renounce those into the flesh, so that I might be cleansed and set free from the bondage of sin.  Please reveal to my mind all the sins of the flesh.  I have committed and the ways I grieve the Holy Spirit.  In Jesus Holy Name, I pray.  Amen (see Romans 6:12-13; 13: 14; 2 Corinthians 4:2; James 4:1; 1 Peter 2; 5:8.)

Dealing with Sexual Sin.

Lord Jesus, 

I renounce all past uses of my body as instruments of unrighteousness, and I admit to wilful participation.  I choose to present my physical body to you as an instrument of righteousness, a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to you.  I choose to reserve the central use of my body for marriage only.  I reject the devil's life of my body is not clean.  Or that it is dirty or in any way unacceptable to you as a result of my past sexual experiences will stop.  Lord.  Thank you have cleansed me and forgiven me and that you love and accept me just the way I am.  Therefore, I choose now to accept myself and my body as clean your eyes.  In Jesus name, I pray.  Amen

Dealing with Fear.

The Heavenly Father, 

I confess that I have allowed fear to control the and that lack of faith is seen.  Thank you, for your forgiveness.  I recognise that you have not given me a spirit of fear, but of power, coal, love and discipline (see 2 Timothy 1:7).  I renounce any spirit of fear operating in my life and ask you to reveal any and all controlling fears of my life and the lies behind them. I desire to live by faith in you, and in the power of your Holy Spirit.  In Jesus name, I pray.  Amen

Daily prayer and Declaration
The heavenly Father,

I praise you and honour you as my Lord and Saviour.  You are in control of all things.  I thank you are always with me and will never leave the nor forsake me.  You are the only all-powerful, and only wise God.  You are kind and loving in all your ways.  I'd love you.  And thank you that I'm united with Christ and spiritually alive in him.  I choose not to love the world or the things in the world, and I crucify the flesh and all its passions.

Thank you, for the life I now have in Christ.  I ask you to fill me with the Holy Spirit so that I can be guided by you and not carry out the desires of the flesh.  I declare my total dependence on you, and I take my stand against Satan and all his lying ways.  I choose to believe the truth of God's word, despite what my feelings may say.  I refuse to be discouraged; you are the God of all hope.  Nothing is too difficult to you.  I am confident that you will supply all my needs, as I seek to live according to your word.  I thank you, that I can be content to live a responsible life through Christ, who strengthens me.

I now take my stand against that Satan and command him and all his evil spirits to depart from me.  I choose to put on the full armour of God so I may be able to stand firm against all the devil schemes.  I submit my body as a living and holy sacrifice to you, and I choose to renew my mind by your living word.  By so doing, I will be able to prove that you will is good, acceptable and perfect for me.  In the name of my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, I pray.  Amen.

Bedtime prayer.

Thank you, Lord, the you have brought me into your family and have blessed me with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.  Thank you for this time of renewal and refreshments are asleep.  I accepted as one of your blessings, few children, and I trust you to guard my mind and my body during my sleep.

As I have thought about you and your truths during the day, I choose to let those good thoughts continue in my mind, while I am asleep.  I commit myself to you for your protection against every attempt of Satan and his daemons to attack me during sleep.  Guard my mind from nightmares.  I renounce all fear and cast every anxiety upon you, Lord.  I commit myself to you as my rock, my fortress and my strong tower.  May your peace be upon this place of rest.  In a strong name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I pray.  Amen.

To Cleanse a Dwelling.

Heavenly Father,

I acknowledge that you are the Lord of Heaven and Earth.  In your sovereign power love, you have entrusted me with many things.  Thank you for this place to live.  I claim my home is a place of spiritual safety for me and my family and asked for your protection from all the attacks of the enemy.  As a child of God, raised up and seated with Christ in the heavenly places, I command every evil spirit claiming ground in this place, based on the actions of past or present occupants, including me and my family, to leave and never return.  I renounce all daemonic assignments directed against this place.  I ask you, heavenly Father, to post your holy angels around this place, to guard it from any and all attempts of the enemy to enter and disturb your purposes for me and my family.  I thank you Lord, for doing this in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Prayer when living amongst non-Christians.

Thank you, Heavenly Father, for a place to live and to be renewed by sleep.  I ask you to set aside my room is a place of spiritual safety for me.  I renounce any allegiance given to false gods of spirits by other occupants.  I renounce any claim to this room by Satan, based on the activities of past or present occupants, including me.  On the basis of my position as a child of God and joint heir with Christ, who has all authority in heaven and on earth, I command all evil spirit to leave this place and never return.  I ask you, Heavenly Father, to station your holy angels to protect me while I live here.  In Jesus mighty name I pray.  Amen
ZINGERS ON PRAYER 
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(Selections from “The Complete Book of Zingers”, Croft M. Pentz [ 1990] :Tyndale)

Arguments never settle things, but prayer changes things

Nothing makes us love our enemies as much as praying for them

An important part of praying is a willingness to be part of the answer.

If we pray in times of victory, we will not need to plead in times of defeat.

The best way to influence people for God is to intercede with God for people.

When it seems hardest to pray, we should pray the hardest. 

Prayer is the breath of the soul; without it, you will turn blue.

Prayer is like a computer-you can only get out of it what you put into it.

Prayer is a four letter word you can use anywhere.

People who do not believe in prayer, will make an exception when tragedy strikes.

The melody of prayer is best played with the notes of praise, adoration, confession, and Thanksgiving.  

Overheard in a prayer meeting: “Lord, I talk too much. “

Prayer is asking to rain, and faith is carrying the umbrella.

You can expect God to intervene when you have taken time to see.

I reach new heights when I get down on my knees to pray.  The church stays on its feet when its members get down on their knees.

Prayer is the one weapon, the enemy cannot duplicate or counterfeit

Never take on more work than you have time to pray about.

Prayer is the pause that empowers - through prayer, finite man taps the power of the infinite God

Productive prayer requires earnestness, not eloquence.

Anything worth worrying about it is worth praying about.

Instead of praying for God to change things, situations, and people, pray, “Lord, change me”.  

If you cannot sleep at night, don't count sheep-talked to the shepherd.  

If your troubles a deep-seated and longstanding, try kneeling.

A short prayer will reach heaven, if you don't live too far away.

The Angel brought Peter out of prison, but it was prayer that brought the angel.  

The devil is never far away when you're too busy to pray.

Powerful praying is not a pretty phrase; but persistent prevailing

Preaching moves men, prayer moves God

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

· Bethesda Ministries International (Notes by Ps. Rhonda Feddern)
· Every Home for Christ (World Literature Crusade)

[image: image21.png]


[image: image22.png]


[image: image23.png]



WATCHING
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   CONFESSION





Word enriched prayer





Worship in song 


Ps 100:2
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   PRAISE
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  LISTENING
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SCRIPTURE


PRAYING
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   WAITING
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   PRAISE











Temple cleansing





Ponder spiritual themes





Share personal needs 


Matt 7:7








“What. could ye not watch with Me one hour? 


  Watch and pray.”


Matt 26:40,41








Recognise God’s nature 


Ps 52:9





Receive spiritual instruction Eccl 5:2





Confess my blessings


1 Thess 5:18





Remember the world 


1 Tim 2:1,2





Develop Holy Alertness 


Col 4:2





Silent Soul Surrender


Ps 46:10





Recognise God’s nature 


Ps 63:3











PAGE  
50

